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“Slavery & Independence”
Pastor Bruce Wood

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)

In writing to the church in Galatia, Paul encourages the believers not to embrace a theology that would force them
into slavish devotion to pharisaical rules and regulations, but to embrace the true freedom which is found in following and worshipping Jesus and no other. Those who were teaching in the presence of the Galatians were trying to
connect them to the national identity of the Jewish people, claiming that they could only truly appreciate Jesus and
understand His sacrifice if they became Jews themselves. Paul outright decries this practice on many occasions. Jesus
taught him specifically that those who were not of the nation of Israel were not to become Jews, they were to become
followers of Jesus. I am not, of course, saying that the study and embrace of Jewish culture to provide context and
depth to our understanding of Jesus is not entire appropriate, but it was a system of power and control on the part of
some early church leaders that used the idea of being "Jewish first" to build their own kingdoms of power and influence.
The pull toward the connection to earthly powers and kingdoms is, indeed, strong. It is especially tempting to mix the
idea of the kingdoms of men with the kingdom of God. It is important for us to note that Jesus is seated as King over
only one Kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven. This kingdom is the one that all other nations, states, and territories will
bow down. In fact, as we read in John's Revelation, all the nations and kingdoms of the world will one day be destroyed so that only the Kingdom of Heaven will remain as the single power on the face of this world. It is often difficult for some to see this possibility (especially as we celebrate our own national independence this month) - the idea
of the United States of America one day being brought to nothing so that all who dwell within will be ruled over by
the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.
This is why we are called not to be too connected to this world. There are really only two truths about our lives here:
we will die and spend eternity with God in the presence of Jesus worshipping in the power of the Holy Spirit, or we
will live to see His glorious return where all the nations will be brought down and we will worship God alone as the
ruler of this world and of all creation. There is no iteration of our faith which leaves room for Washington, D.C. to
remain as a seat of power or for the United States to remain at all. We, friends and family, are merely "borrowers" of
the world we live in. We are but stopping by on the road to eternity. We are not called to become too invested or too
connected, but to live our lives preaching the Gospel of Christ in word and deed in the hopes of calling other souls
home to Jesus.
This is not to say that we should not enjoy this Independence Day weekend. Light the fireworks, strike up the bands,
enjoy the parades! Barbeque with family and friends, pay honor to the brave men and women who stand on the line
for our nation's principles, and challenge the world to take hold of the freedom we so richly enjoy. Be a good citizen.
Follow the command from scripture to be at peace with all those around you. Teach your children and grandchildren
the stories of the revolution and what it meant for the advancement of all humankind. Pray for your leaders. Pray for
Washington, and Trenton, and your local councils, committees, and officials. Live every day as one who desires to
see our nation as a shining example to the world of goodness, peace, and courage.
But do not confuse your earthly citizenship with that of Heaven. We are called to ever be free, regardless of where
we are geographically. We are more free in Jesus than we could ever be in any nation in this world. Our freedom in
Christ ensures that we will never be slaves to sin again. That we will never be ruled by our passions or steered into
darkness by the devil's schemes. It is a freedom that needs no constitution, no defense, no politician. It is a freedom
secured for us on the cross of Calvary, ensuring that no matter what happens today or tomorrow or a hundred years
from now, we are secure in the hope of the day when all nations will bow down to Jesus and allow Him to sit down
on the throne of the new heavens and new earth for all eternity!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
Sunday Worship…………………………….10:00 a.m.
Nursery……..……………………...…….….10:00 a.m.
(Lisa Leon Teaching)

Coffee Fellowship………………….………..11:15 a.m.
Adult Sunday School………………………..11:30 a.m.
(Harry Bohrs Teaching)

TUESDAY
Bible Fellowship .............................. ………..7:00 p.m.
(Pastor Bruce Wood Teaching)

WEDNESDAY
Choir Rehearsal............................... ………..6:30 p.m.
Encounter Praise Team Rehearsal . ………..7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours

Church Office Hours

Monday…………....10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday………..…..10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday……………10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday…………………10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Monday……………….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday………...…….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday..……….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Thursday……………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday…………………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Rev. Bruce J. Wood, Pastor
Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 11
Email: pastor@fbchights.org

Ms. Debbie Hancock, Admin. Asst.
Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 10
Email: admin@fbchights.org
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NOTES AND REMINDERS
Upcoming Sermons

Men’s Fellowship

Men’s Prayer & Study Group Breakfast - The
men meet at 8:30 am, at Perkins, the second Saturday of each month for a time of Fellowship. All
men are invited and encouraged to participate

July 2, 2017
“Restoring Faith”
(Hebrews 11:1-6; Galatians 3:23-29)
Community Worship Service at FBC

Women’s Fellowship

July 9, 2017
“Restoring Hope”
(Isaiah 40:27-31; Romans 5:2-5)

Women’s Fellowship Group - The Women’s Fellowship Group is currently meeting on the second
and fourth Mondays of the month, at 7:00 pm, in the
Gold Room. We are using devotionals from Oswald Chambers’ “My Utmost for His Highest” to
direct our conversations. (If you need a copy, we
have copies available!) Come out to share your life,
your struggles, your prayers and praises as together
we grow together as a community of Christempowered women of faith!

July 16, 2017
“Restoring Love”
(1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 4:7-12)
July 23, 2017
“Restoring Peace”
(Psalm 4; John 16:25-33)
July 30, 2017
“Restoring Courage”
(Psalm 27; Isaiah 41:1-10)

Deacon’s Meetings

The Board of Deacons meets on the third Monday
of each month, at 6:30 pm, in the Church Library.
All members of the church are welcome to attend.

Bible Studies

Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m., Gold
Room, Led by Pastor Bruce. (Please note that we
will meet in the Gold Room during the summer.)

Commission Meeting Night

The Commissions meet on the third Monday of
each month. The next meeting is on July 17th, at
7:00 pm, in the Gold Room. All members of all
commissions are strongly encouraged to attend.

Adult Sunday School - Sunday @ 11:30 a.m.,
Meeting Room, Led by Harry Bohrs.

Community Bible Study

Sunday School Classes for Youth

A community Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th
Thursday of each month. The Bible Study is held at
the home of Jane Cox, at 11:30 am. Everyone is
invited to attend. Please call Jane Cox at 609-2356139 if you wish to join the group.

The Sunday School, ages 3 - 17, meets during the
worship service except for the first Sunday of the
month when they will be in the Worship Service
for communion. The Sunday School year ends
June 25th, and will resume in the fall. The
Nursery will be open every Sunday for children
ages 3 and under.

A NEW SCHEDULE HAS BEEN POSTED
“FACILITIES USE SCHEDULE”

252 Club for Youth

The 252 Club for Youth meets on Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m., in the Upstairs Sunday School, led by
Bobby Geffrard. The Club is currently on summer vacation and will resume in the fall.

You may have noticed that there is a new
schedule posted on the bulletin board in the
Gold Room. This is a schedule that shows
which rooms and times are being used by us
and the various groups associated with us, by
month. If your group would like to reserve a
room or space for something not regularly
scheduled, please contact the church office at
609-448-0103, ext. 10. Or you may contact
us by email at admin@fbchights.org. When
the space usage is approved, it will be added
to the schedule and you will be advised of the
reservation.

Church Library Hours

The library is open during the Office Hours
(please see page 3 for the list of hours). Also, the
library is open before the Sunday Worship Service.
We accept morally-sound and Bible-based books,
DVDs and/or CDs, intended for all age groups.
All donations may be dropped off anytime.
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MONTHLY CHURCH ATTENDANCE

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
(June 4 – June 25, 2017)

•
•
•
•

(June 4 – June 25, 2017)

Morning Offering:
Needed to Meet Budgeted Giving:
Over/Under
Helping Hand:

$6,444.00
$5,664.00
$ 780.00
$ 388.00

•
•
•
•
•

Avg. Sunday Worship:
Avg. Sunday School:
Avg. Sunday School Staff:
Avg. Nursery:
Total Avg.:

51
12
2
6
62

Pre-School
Mason Pellicane

5th Grade
Cassie Magill
Katelyn Magill
Alexandria Stanley

On a recent visit to the
Sonoran Desert in Arizona I was reminded
that Moses, Jesus, and
St. Paul all had spent time in the desert. John the Baptist came out of the desert to baptize at the Jordan River. Jesus
came out of the desert after 40 days to start his ministry.
In the Bible to spend time in the desert was also a time of meditation and to meet God. As I looked over the desert I
started to think about the kind of experience that these men had. I had plenty of water with me, and yet in the Bible
those who went into the desert to meditate had little food or water. It also made me wonder how they were able to
survive the desert experience. As I looked at the desert I observed that behind a small rock a plant was a flowering
plant reminding me once again that life can be found everywhere, it is a part of God’s creation. I only spent nearly 2
hours in the desert environment, with plenty of water and shade. This experience of mine started to help me to understand what Jesus went through prior in starting his ministry. It was also a reminder that our devotional time is precious and we need to find time away from everything to accomplish our meditations. It is difficult in our culture to
find such time, but it is incumbent upon us to make the time.
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being
tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. Mark 1:12-13
ESV

© Harry Bohrs, 2017
Prayer

Heavenly Father, Help us to meet you in our quiet times. Amen
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HOW GOD GIVES CREATION
I Peter 4:19
1.

A butterfly is beautiful,
Which is especially of the sea;
And is never cruel,
But is able to fly lovely.

2.

They can be seen in a different color,
And does have wings;
Which is a small creature,
Which the Savior brings.

3.

This is pure nature,
Which is very adorable;
That we like to see fly for sure,
Which are lovable.

4.

Therefore love God’s grace,
Because He is the creator;
Of everything in each place,
For which we show praise now & later.

Prayer Partners & Planners Needed!
We are in the early planning and prayer
stages for organizing a “tent revival” style
outdoor worship weekend in the Spring of
2018. If you would be interested in joining
the planning and prayer committee for this
event, please see Pastor Bruce!

By,
Katherine E. Anderson

THANK YOU TO
ALL WHO
HELPED WITH
THE YARD SALE!

Completely Written: June 18 22, 2017
Typed: June 21, 2017
Edited: June 21, 2017
Printed: June 21, 2017

The Yard Sale, held on Saturday, June 3rd, was a
huge success, despite the rainy weather! A big
thank you to Pam Zuczek and the Fellowship
Commission for all of their hard work! We would
also like to thank EACH AND EVERY ONE OF
YOU that helped with this event! As we know,
God controls the weather and we had a rainy day
start. However, the sun came out and $228.00 was
raised! Praise the Lord!

THE CHURCH PICNIC WAS
A HUGE SUCCESS!
WE HAD A WONDERFUL TURNOUT AND
THE WEATHER WAS BEAUTIFUL! THE
FOOD WAS, OF COURSE,
DELICIOUS! AFTER ALL, WE ARE BAPTISTS! NO ONE CAN PUT ON A MEAL LIKE
A BAPTIST FAMILY! THANK YOU TO THE
FELLOWSHIP COMMISSION FOR ORGANIZING THIS WONDERFUL PICNIC!
THANKS TO ALL WHO BROUGHT FOOD
AND TO ALL WHO HELPED!

NEW ADDRESS FOR THE BLACKMERS
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW ADDRESS FOR REVEREND AND MRS. LEWIS BLACKMER. REVEREND BLACKMER WAS PASTOR HERE IN
THE 1960’S AND 70’S. BOTH ARE NOW IN
THEIR 90’S AND WOULD WELCOME CARDS
AT THEIR NEW ADDRESS:
MONROE VILLAGE HEALTH CARE CENTER
MONROE, NJ 08831
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DID YOU KNOW?
OVER 1/2 OF OUR ACTIVE CHURCH FAMILY IS EXPERIENCING PAIN
RIGHT NOW, AS YOU READ THIS?
WE HAVE CHURCH FAMILY MEMBERS THAT ARE:
VERY ILL
GOING THROUGH CANCER TREATMENTS
RECOVERING FROM INJURIES OR ILLNESSES
MOURNING THE LOSS OF LOVED ONES
NEEDING PEACE AND COMFORT FROM GOD
NEEDING GUIDANCE FROM GOD
THIS DOES NOT EVEN INCLUDE THE OTHER PEOPLE IN EACH OF THE
FAMILIES AFFECTED BY THE ABOVE. THEY ARE WATCHING A LOVED
ONE SUFFER AND PRAYING THEY WILL GET WELL!

WE NEED PRAYER POWER!!!!!
PRAY RIGHT NOW
AND
SAVE THESE DATES!!

SATURDAY, JULY 22, 2017
EVENING PRAYER & WORSHIP
7:00 PM, SANCTUARY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 2017
MORNING PRAYER & WORSHIP
9:00 AM, SANCTUARY
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INGREDIENTS
2 & 1/2 lbs. boneless chicken breasts
1/2 c. broccoli florets1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 c. mayonnaise
3/4 c. sour cream
1/2 lemon, juiced
1/4 c. chopped fresh dill
salt and pepper
Trim chicken of skin and fat. Place in a saucepan and cover with water. Bring just to a
boil, reduce heat and simmer slowly for 10 minutes or until cooked. Drain. When cool
enough to handle, slice on the bias into nice sized slivers. Add the mayonnaise, sour
cream, lemon juice. Chill. Blanch the broccoli to crisp tender. Drain and rinse immediately with cold water. Just before serving, add broccoli and dill. Season with salt and
pepper to taste. Yields 6 to 8 servings.

Recipe reprinted from the 250th Anniversary Recipe Book
Submitted by Dorothy Dey

INGREDIENTS
7 lbs. fresh peaches, small
3 & 1/2 lbs. sugar
1 pt. vinegar
1 tsp. cinnamon
3/4 tsp. cloves
whole cloves
Wash and boil jars and lids. Put 2 or 3 whole cloves in each small unpeeled whole peach.
Boil sugar, vinegar, spices (tied in a bag or cheesecloth). Add peaches to mixture and
cook until tender. Put peaches in hot jars. Boil syrup down and pour over peaches in
jar.
Recipe reprinted from the 250th Anniversary Recipe Book
Submitted by Bonnie Schroeder
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THE SANCTUARY AND THE FLAGS
A Pastoral Note from Pastor Bruce

In recent weeks you may have noticed that the American Flag
and the traditional Christian Flag (adopted by many Protestant
denominations in 1942) have been proudly displayed at the
main door to the Sanctuary in the Narthex of the Church. This
has not been a haphazard decision, nor merely a decision based
purely on aesthetics, but there is intention on my part to draw
your attention to them. The use of symbols in the church are a
way to covey very powerful truths. For example, the Bible
being placed on the table in the front of the sanctuary
symbolizes the importance of the Word of God in the life of our
church. The cross which is mounted high above on the organ’s
pipes is a symbol of the prominence of Jesus in His church. The
placement of the flags in the narthex also conveys several important messages for us as followers of Jesus:
A Practical Message:
Did you know that the flags were given to our church as a gift memorializing the contributions of a family to
our church family? You likely never would have if you didn’t get to read the memorial plaques attached to the
flag poles. Read them and appreciate that almost everything in this church was either gifted or dedicated to the
faithfulness of past generations.
A Patriotic Message:
As proud citizens of these United States we are called to honor our leaders and pray for our nation. We are
called to be witnesses to Jesus Christ in the streets, highways, and byways of our great land. We are called to
remember that we live in a nation that respects and honors the rights of all persons to worship in peace, without
the oppressive hand of the government telling people who to worship or when or where. As we enter and exit
the Sanctuary on Sunday Morning, the presence of these flags calls us to remember to pray for our nation on the
way in and to honor it on our way out.
A Theological Message:
As I have stated before, the use of symbols in the Sanctuary conveys powerful messages. Thus, the messages
that should be present in the symbols of the Sanctuary should be ones that honor God and God alone. The
Sanctuary of our church is a place in which God is to be honored and worshipped. No other person, nation, or
ideal is to be held up before us in the Sanctuary. On a Sunday or on any other day of the week, month, and year,
the Sanctuary is a place for the worship of God and God alone. Thus, no other symbol should be more
prominently displayed then that of Jesus. When we are in our Sanctuary on a Sunday morning we are not there
as citizens of any nation under Heaven, we are present as citizens OF Heaven. Our purpose for gathering is to
worship the KING OF KINGS and the LORD OF LORDS. The Sanctuary of the LORD Jesus Christ is the one
place where we are all equal, regardless of who we are or where we call home.
A Final Thought:
There are, of course, days in the life of our church family when we gather to honor our nation. On those days,
you can expect that we will be presenting those flags in the Sanctuary as a symbol of our nations submission to
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. From the moment I began as your Pastor more than five years ago I challenged us
as a church to always be aware of what we are teaching. Everything that we do in this church, every symbol we
introduce, every song that we sing, every word that we say, all of our programs and activities teach others
something about who we are as disciples of Jesus. It is in us that others learn about who Jesus is. It is my hope
that we will continue to convey a message of the centrality of Jesus in the life of our community of faith and
our rock-solid commitment to put Him first in all that we do.
With Love for you ALL in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Bruce
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PRAYER LIST


















For Our Church Family:
Dale Simmons for healing, peace and comfort.
Mark Kaiser for God’s divine providence in his life.
Johanna Lighthart for health & peace.
Rich Bulvid for continued healing.
Char McCallum for health and comfort.
Cynthia LaRochelle for health.
John Simmons for recovery, health and comfort. His
family for peace and comfort during his recovery.
The Lopez Family for divine safety and protection,
comfort and peace.
Thomas Wood for recovery and healing.
Bruce Clough for complete healing from cancer.
Debbie Hancock for complete healing.
Gary Happe for recovery and healing.
Laura McQuigg and her family for peace and comfort,
and for full recovery of her leg.
Katelyn Dye for complete recovery from her surgery
and for the doctors to diagnose her condition and completely heal her knee.
Debbie Stults for complete healing and recovery.
All of our youth for a safe, happy and healthy summer,
and their parents, too!















For Friends of Our Church Family:
Rikki Schultz for God’s providence and care.
Nick Poliseno for health, recovery, peace and comfort.
Lisa Chappell for health, peace, comfort and traveling
safety.
Greg Maloney for recovery, healing, peace and comfort.
Reverend Captolla Bowling for health, peace and
comfort.
Joyce McGeehan for continued healing, and for peace
and comfort during her recovery. For her family for
peace and comfort during this difficult time.
Pastor Bob Coats for continued healing and recovery.
Walter Wagner for health.
Mary Whitlock for healing, peace and comfort.
Ted Romer for complete healing from cancer; for the
Doctors to be discerning; and for comfort and peace
for him and his family during this difficult time.
Praises to God that Gary Watson appears to be in remission from cancer!

For First Baptist Church of Hightstown
Our Church Leaders & Staff, that God will give wisdom
and clarity of purpose for our Church Family and that
God will grant them the wisdom and courage to follow
His vision for the future!
 Our Sunday School, that God will continue to raise up
our children in the wisdom of the Word, that their lives
will be witnesses to God’s integrity in a world of increasing evil.
 The 252 Club as we restart this important ministry for
our youth.
 For Pastor Bruce Wood, that God gives wisdom and
vision for the Church and supernatural protection and
care for his family.





















For the Nation:
For Our President, Donald Trump & his family.
For Our Vice-President, Mike Pence & his family.
For Our House Speaker, Paul Ryan & his family.
For Our Senate Majority Leader, Mitch McConnell.
For the President’s Cabinet & White House Staff.
For All Members of Congress.
For the Staff of All Representatives & Senators.
For the Governor of New Jersey, Chris Christie.
For the Lt. Governor of New Jersey, Kim Guadagno.
For the Representatives of our NJ Senate & Assembly.
For God’s peace, protection and divine strategic guidance for
our military, as well as peace of mind and heart for our veterans, and that God would provide for them!
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For Our Region/Town
For those who struggle with mental illness
that they receive divine hope and healing.
For God to open the gates of blessing to those
struggling to provide for their families.
For our youth to turn their hearts to Jesus and
be “on fire” for the Gospel of Jesus!
For our ABCNJ Regional Leaders and sister
congregations that God uses us all to spread
His Gospel to New Jersey and the world.
For Our Mayor, Larry Quattrone, and the entire Hightstown Borough Council.
For the Leaders and Members of Town Committees.
For the Police and Firefighters and other
Emergency Services of Our Community.

For the World:
We ask for God’s protection for our persecuted brothers and sisters everywhere.
 We Pray for peace in Israel and Palestine.
 For the victims of terrorist violence around
the globe, especially those in France, England, Turkey, Syria, Belgium, Germany and
the United States.
 For God’s impending revival to come swiftly.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

First Baptist Church of Hightstown, 125 Main Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520
Phone: 609-448-0103 Fax: 609-448-6781 Website: http://www.fbchights.org
A Congregation of the American Baptist Churches U.S.A. and the American Baptist Churches of NJ

The First Baptist Church of Hightstown is committed to
being a loving, hard-working, faith-filled family
serving the needs of Hightstown and beyond while
opening doors to hope and salvation and
developing disciples for Jesus Christ.
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