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“Count the Cost” 
 

Pastor Bruce Wood  
 
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not 
able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does 
not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:27-33 ESV, Emphasis Added) 
  
I've often said that if our evangelistic crusades were to tell the great stories of the martyrs of the faith throughout the 
ages, including today, that the number of people compelled to come forward would be far lacking than if I had 
preached about the love of God through Jesus Christ. Being told that the commitment you make to Jesus could well 
incur the penalty of death isn't usually a good "selling point" in our offer of Christ's salvation through the cross and 
tomb to all the people. 
  
And perhaps that is where we, as a Church, have fallen short. In our rush to make the Gospel "appealing" we have 
glossed over some of the very important words that Jesus speaks to His disciples in His time with them. These words 
and teachings are essential to who we are as His followers that to not be aware of them is a serious dereliction of care 
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and honesty we are charged to have to one another and with God. As a "Big C" Church here in the United States we 
have boiled down the Gospel such that its message may be unrecognizable to those first-century believers who went 
to their death to witness for it. Engaging in consumerism as a movement may be helpful in our current culture, but 
doing so waters down the truth of our lives as Jesus-followers and it will one day - if not already - break down and 
leave us helpless to communicate the truth to the world around us. 
  
And here is that truth: The Gospel is the life-giving gift of God through Jesus Christ to erase our sin-debt by accept-
ing Jesus' death and resurrection both in our minds and our hearts and communicating that truth through the radi-
cal transformation of our lives to be more fully molded into His likeness and image. That phrase may seem harm-
less, even upbeat, but the reality behind it calls us to do what Jesus commanded His disciples do in the Luke's Gos-
pel. Count the cost. "Taking up our cross" and bearing the burdens of others, risking ridicule and even physical 
harm is not a thing lightly entered into. Yes, that radical transformation of our lives from a person steeped in death 
and sin is a wondrous and even joyful experience that can be daily repeated as we repent more and more of our for-
mer lives, but the idea of communicating that truth through our actions and words can - and likely will - conflict 
with the values of the culture we live in and in a world so broken and lost. 
  
The powers and institutions of Jesus' time did not want Him. The Spiritual darkness and principalities constantly 
worked to frustrate His disciples and drive people away from the truth. The devil even tried to tempt Jesus away 
from His mission. There is nothing more clear in this world than that the world truly does not want to change. Peo-
ple find it hard to examine their lives and mistakes. Folks would rather lash out and cover up than admit to the dark-
ness that lives inside of them. Intellectuals will try to explain it away. Hard-hearted people will try to mock those 
who truly examine themselves. It is no wonder that many early missionaries to foreign lands and undiscovered cul-
tures were often attacked at presenting the Gospel message. 
  
But there is another dynamic, one that Jesus points back at His own disciples. Counting the cost is not just about 
being willing to follow Jesus, even unto death, it is about being willing to let go of all you have and surrender it to 
Him. To give it all away. To release all the control that you think you have. Over everything. When we talk about 
being "sold out" to Jesus - this is what we mean. We have given all of our agency over to Jesus to use us and trans-
form us into whatever He desires us to be. That is not an easy process, and in doing so we may lose people and pos-
sessions that are close to us. So, counting the cost is just as much internal as external. 
  
But make no mistake, for those who choose to bear that cross and become all that Jesus intended, you will find a 
life of deeper purpose and meaning than you could ever on your own. You will help to transform the lives of others. 
You will stand up against strongmen and strongwomen who want to see you fail and shine in your successes for 
God's glory. Counting the cost also means seeing the benefit: for in purchasing eternal life by giving away our souls 
to Jesus we inherit an eternity of peace, an ocean of calm for today, and the chance to change the world! 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 16, 2017 

FALL SEMINAR 
“SPIRITUAL FORMATION” 

PART 1 
9:00 AM 

 
Pastor Bruce will be conducting a 
seminar in September, about Spir-
itual Formation.  We will learn what 
this means and how to apply it to our 
walk and growth with our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  The seminar 
will be conducted in 2 parts, with the 
second meeting on January 27th, for 
Part 2. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 

SUNDAY 
 Sunday Worship…………………………….10:00 a.m. 
    Nursery……..……………………...…….….10:00 a.m. 

 (Lisa Leon Teaching) 

 Coffee Fellowship………………….………..11:15 a.m. 
 Adult Sunday School………………………..11:30 a.m.  

 (Harry Bohrs Teaching) 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
 Bible Fellowship .............................. ………..7:00 p.m. 

 (Pastor Bruce Wood Teaching) 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 Choir Rehearsal ............................... ………..6:30 p.m. 
 Encounter Praise Team Rehearsal . ………..7:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s Hours 
  
 Monday…………....10:00 a.m. -   2:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday………..…..10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

                                 2:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m. 

 Thursday……………10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

 Friday…………………10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

  

Rev. Bruce J. Wood, Pastor 

Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 11  

Email: pastor@fbchights.org 

 

Church Office Hours 
  
 Monday……………….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday………...…….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday..……….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 Thursday……………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 Friday…………………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

  

Ms. Debbie Hancock, Admin. Asst. 

Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 10 

Email: admin@fbchights.org    
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NOTES AND REMINDERS 

Upcoming Sermons 
 

August 6, 2017  
Community Worship Service at First Presbyterian 

Church of Hightstown 
 

August 13, 2017  
Pastor Harry Bohrs. Preaching 

 
August 20, 2017  

“Deadly Spirits in the Modern Age: RELIGION” 
(Psalm 67; Revelation 2:1-7) 

 

August 27, 2017  
“Deadly Spirits in the Modern Age: COMPROMISE” 

(Psalm 124; Revelation 2:12-17) 
 
 

Bible Studies 
Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m., Gold 
Room, Led by Pastor Bruce.  (Please note that we 
will meet in the Gold Room during the summer.) 
 

Adult Sunday School - Sunday @ 11:30 a.m., 
Meeting Room, Led by Harry Bohrs. 
 

Sunday School Classes for Youth 
The Sunday School, ages 3 - 17, meets during the 
worship service except for the first Sunday of the 
month when they will be in the Worship Service 
for communion.  The Sunday School year has end-
ed for the summer, and will resume in the fall.  
The Nursery will be open every Sunday for chil-
dren ages 3 and under. 
 

252 Club for Youth 
The 252 Club for Youth meets on Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m., in the Upstairs Sunday School, led by 
Bobby Geffrard.   The Club is currently on sum-
mer vacation and will resume in the fall. 
 

Church Library Hours 
The library is open during the Office Hours (please 
see page 3 for the list of hours). Also, the library is 
open before the Sunday Worship Service.  
 

We accept morally-sound and Bible-based books, 
DVDs and/or CDs, intended for all age groups. All 
donations may be dropped off anytime.  
 

Men’s Fellowship 
Men’s Prayer & Study Group Breakfast - The 
men meet at 8:30 am, at Perkins, the second Satur-
day of each month for a time of Fellowship.  All 
men are invited and encouraged to participate 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
Women’s Fellowship Group - The Women’s Fel-
lowship Group is currently meeting on the second 
and fourth Mondays of the month, at 7:00 pm, in the 
Gold Room.  We are using devotionals from Os-
wald Chambers’ “My Utmost for His Highest” to 
direct our conversations.  (If you need a copy, we 
have copies available!)  Come out to share your life, 
your struggles, your prayers and praises as together 
we grow together as a community of Christ-
empowered women of faith! 
 

Deacon’s Meetings 
The Board of Deacons meets on the third Monday 
of each month, at 6:30 pm, in the Church Library.  
All members of the church are welcome to attend. 
 

Commission Meeting Night 
The Commissions meet on the third Monday of 
each month.  The next meeting is on August 21st, at 
7:00 pm, in the Gold Room.  All members of all 
commissions are strongly encouraged to attend.  
 

Community Bible Study 
A community Bible Study meets on the  2nd & 4th 
Thursday of each month.  The Bible Study is held at 
the home of Jane Cox, at 11:30 am.  Everyone is 
invited to attend.  Please call Jane Cox at 609-235-
6139 if you wish to join the group. 
 

Prayer Meetings 
Prayer Meetings are held on a monthly basis, with 
date and time announced for each month.  The next 
Prayer Meeting is August 19th, at 9:00 am, in the 
Sanctuary. 
 

Pastor Bruce’s Vacation 
Pastor Bruce will be away from August 2nd through 
August 13th.  Should there be an emergency while 
he is away, please call the Church Office at 609-448
-0103, ext. 10.  We will then contact the Deacons. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK-OFF 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 

 
We will be kicking-off the 
2017-2018 Sunday School 
year on Sunday, September 
10th.  Sunday School will 
meeting at 10:00 am, in the 
2nd Floor Sunday School.  
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MONTHLY CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
(July 2 – July 30, 2017) 

 

• Avg. Sunday Worship:  50 
• Avg. Sunday School:    0 
• Avg. Sunday School Staff:         1 
• Avg. Nursery:                             3 
• Total Avg.:    54 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT  
(July 2 – July 30, 2017) 

 

• Morning Offering:   $7,575.00 
• Needed to Meet Budgeted Giving:  $7,080.00 
• Over/Under    $   495.00 
• Helping Hand:    $   500.00 
 

 
 

 

A recent news item told of a person drowning after he overturned his kayak. It reminded me of my youth when I 
would spend several weeks at a camp in New Hampshire. One of the first things I had to do was pass the swimming 
test that included holding my breath underwater for prescribed length of time, treading water for prescribed length of 
time, and swimming out to a boat and back. All this was to ensure that if I got into a canoe and it overturned I would 
be able to rescue myself. I had to learn how to right a canoe if it capsized. The upshot is all about training and safety, 
and was to provide me with a “safety net”. As Christians, we also have a safety net. 
 
There are numerous Bible passage that speak to the believer’s spiritual safety, and passages that assure physical safe-

ty. These come with a warning however, we must act responsibly. The spiritual “safety net” includes prayer, Bible 
study, worship, and the practice Christian character. 

            © Harry Bohrs, 2017 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, help us to closely walk with you as to assure us of your protection, in  Jesus’ 

name --- Amen 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 ESV 

 

 
 
 
 

 
A NEW SCHEDULE HAS BEEN POSTED 

“FACILITIES USE SCHEDULE” 
 

You may have noticed that there is a new schedule posted on the bulletin board in the Gold Room.  This is a 
schedule that shows which rooms and times are being used by us and the various groups associated with us, 
by month.  If your group would like to reserve a room or space for something not regularly scheduled, 
please contact the church office at 609-448-0103, ext. 10.  Or you may contact us by email at ad-
min@fbchights.org.  When the space usage is approved, it will be added to the schedule and you will be ad-
vised of the reservation. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT NO GROUP  SHOULD BE PRESENT ON THE PREMISES IF YOU HAVE NOT 
PREVIOUSLY RESERVED THE SPACE AND BEEN APPROVED FOR ITS USE. 
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REACHING FOR SALVATION 
(Psalms 20:5) 

 
 
 

1. When you stretch your arms, 
 It could be toward the flag;  
 Which is opposite of any harms, 
  And therefore is not a drag. 
 
2. But the stretch could also represent,             
         Reaching toward the Lord; 
 As certain people are meant, 
 To definitely have their lives restored. 
 
3. As He is trusted with faith & believed, 
 This depends upon salvation received; 
 And love upon Christ & the Holy God, 
        Then things will not be so odd. 
 
4.     So learn to follow His pathway, 
        Throughout full obedience; 
        As we watch His commandments each day, 
        And worship in good sense. 

 

Katherine E. Anderson 
 

 

Completely Written:  June 28, 2017 
Typed:  June 28, 2017 
Edited:  June 28, 2017 
Printed:  June 28, 2017 

Please note that Pastor Bruce and Lindsey will be way from August 2nd 
through August 10th.  They will be celebrating their 10th Wedding Anni-
versary! 
 
Please pray for a safe trip and that God continues to Bless their mar-
riage! 
 
Have a wonderful time in Disney World! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Meeting Reminders 
Monday, August 21, 2017 

 

The Diaconate will be meeting at 
6:30 pm in the Library and the 
Commissions will meet in the Gold 
Room at 7:00 pm.  All members of 
the Commissions and Diaconate 
are required to attend.  All Church 
Family members are welcome to 
attend either or both meetings.  If 
you have not been to one of these 
meetings, come out and see what 
your leadership is working on for 
the Glory of God! 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8  
 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will 
pass away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4-8&version=ESV
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INGREDIENTS 
 

8 strips bacon 
1/4 c. vinegar 
2 T. water 
2 T. sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 qts. lettuce 
1/4 c. chopped onion 
2 hard cooked eggs 

 
Cook bacon.  Save 3 tablespoons of bacon drippings in frying pan and add vinegar, wa-
ter, sugar and salt.  Bring to a boil and pour hot over lettuce.  Garnish with onion, hard 
cooked eggs and crumbled bacon.  Serve hot.  This is great if you have a lot of home 
grown lettuce.  It works best with leaf lettuce.   

 
Recipe reprinted from the 250th Anniversary Recipe Book 

Submitted by Nancy Coffin 

  

 
 
 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 
2 lbs. medium asparagus (30 spears) 
1/2 c. olive oil 
1 T. lemon juice 
1/4 c. chopped fresh basil 
1 T. shallots chopped 
1 T. Dijon mustard 
 
Wash and snap ends of asparagus.  Place in saucepan lying down.  Pour over boiling wa-
ter to cover.  Cook at boil approximately 6 minutes to tender crisp.  Immerse in iced bath 
to stop cooking and retain color.  Drain and chill.  Combine other ingredients to make 
vinaigrette.  When ready to serve, arrange spears on platter, and pour over vinaigrette.  
Garnish with tomato wedges.  Serves 10.  This is a favorite with our Easter dinner. 

 

Recipe reprinted from the 250th Anniversary Recipe Book 
Submitted by Donna Auerbach 
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BAPTISM & NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASSES WILL BE STARTING IN SEPTEMBER 

PASTOR BRUCE WILL BE STARTING BAPTISM AND NEW MEMBERS 
CLASSES SEPTEMBER 10TH.  CLASSES WILL ALSO BE HELD          

SEPTEMBER 17TH AND SEPTEMBER 24TH. 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN BEING BAPTIZED AND/OR ANYONE       
WISHING TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH SHOULD          

SEE PASTOR BRUCE. 

CLASSES ARE HELD ON SUNDAYS, AFTER COFFEE HOUR IN THE 
PASTOR’S OFFICE.   

BAPTISMS AND RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP WILL TAKE PLACE   
ON OCTOBER 8TH. 

 

 

 WE ARE SAD TO ANNOUNCE THE PASSING OF REVEREND LEWIS BLACKMER, JR. 
HE WENT HOME TO HIS LORD AND SAVIOR ON JULY 2, 2017 

OUR CONDOLENCES TO HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
 

REVEREND BLACKMER WAS PASTOR HERE IN THE 1960’S AND 70’S.  PLEASE NOTE THAT RUTH 
BLACKMER HAS A NEW ADDRESS: 
 

Mrs. Ruth Blackmer 
C/O Marji McAvoy 
50 Bayberry Road 

 Ewing, New Jersey 08618 

OBITUARY 
Lewis Milo Blackmer, Jr. passed away on July 2, 2017 in Monroe Village Health Care Center, Monroe, New Jersey. 
Born in Scenevus, New York on May 28, 1918, he had celebrated his 99th birthday with four generations of family 
this year. Lewis received degrees from Alfred University, Colgate Rochester Divinity School and Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary. He served his country as Chaplain in the U.S. Army in during both WWII and the Korean War. He re-
tired as an American Baptist minister having served as pastor to congregations in New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode Island. Predeceased by his parents, Rev. Lewis and Edith Blackmer; 
his daughter, Bonnie Blackmer and his son, Richard Blackmer, Lewis passed a month and a half before his 75th wed-
ding anniversary to the love of his life and is survived by his wife, Ruth Eleanor. He is also survived by his daughters: 
Marjorie McAvoy (Clark) of Ewing and Barbara Smith of Cranbury; eight grandchildren: Cosimo Cariolo (Kris), Ian 
Cariolo (Penelope), Sarah Blackmer, Christina Blackmer, Bradlee Smith, Brian Smith (Adrienne), Gregory McAvoy 
and Jeffrey McAvoy (Laura); as well as seven great-grandchildren: Ian, Jett, Wyatt, Phoenix and Orion Cariolo, and 
Juliet and Jack McAvoy, and several nieces and nephews. There will be no calling hours and a memorial service will 
be arranged at the convenience of the family. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the charity of the donor's 
choice. 
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WE NEED HELP! 

AND………. 

WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER!   
 
Please PRAY that God sends willing hands to help with our Sunday 
School!   

 
We were very Blessed to present 18 Sunday School Certificates for the 
2016-2017 Sunday School year!  While the number of children attending 
has increased by 94% in the last 5 years, our staff has not! 
 
We are looking for any kind of assistance that God may send us.  No ex-
perience is needed!  If God calls you, he will also help you!  Please also 
prayerfully consider whether YOU are being called by God to step-up 
and help with this important Ministry!   
 
We will try to arrange schedules so that no one has to miss Church all 
the time.  At a time when most children DO NOT attend Sunday School, 
we are very Blessed to have so many youth here at FBC.  A big thank 
you to our families for seeing that their children are being raised in the 
Love of the Lord! 
 
Please contact Debbie Hancock at 609-240-1722 if you are able to help 
with this extremely important ministry.   

Summer Celebration & Worship 
with Princeton Baptist Church! 

 

Saturday, August 12th, 4-7pm  
FBCH Back Park 

 
Join us on Saturday, August 12th from 4-7pm here at First Baptist Church of Hightstown for an evening 
of food, fun, and worship as we welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ from our daughter church, the 
Princeton Baptist Church of Penn’s Neck! Established by the financial support of the First Baptist Church 

of Hightstown and the desire of believers living in Princeton in 1812, the Princeton Baptist Church has 
been preaching the Gospel along historic Route 1 for a large part of our nation’s history. 

 
We have extended an invitation to these wonderful believers to come and have an evening of fellowship 
and fun here at the church where it all began! We will be outside in the back park, enjoying a pot-luck 

style picnic, some wonderful Christian music, and lawn games. Later in the evening we will pause for a 
time of mutual worship and celebration of God! 

 
We hope that you will make time to be with us on Saturday, August 12th as we celebrate the goodness of 
God, the faithfulness of His calling on us as the Church here in this area, and the love and fellowship of 

your brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus! Amen! Maranatha! 
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Morning Prayer Meeting 
Saturday, August 19

th
, 2017 

9:00 AM 
 

Morning Prayer Walk! 
 

“Prayer Walking” involves walking throughout your neighborhood and praying for the homes, busi-
nesses and individuals you pass along the way. Some of those prayers involve gathering in front of 
those businesses or homes and just praying that God would bless them, and some prayers involve 

interacting with people and praying for their needs.  
 

We will leave from the Sanctuary after a short time of preparatory prayer at around 9:00AM and 
will return to the Sanctuary between 10-11AM (depending on the level of public engagement), fo-

cusing on Main Street. Please consider joining us for this powerful and prayerful experience! 
 

In the event of rain, we will pray for our community from our Sanctuary from 9:00-10:00AM 

Spiritual Formation Seminar 
Spiritual Formation Basics 

Saturday, September 16
th

, 2017 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

What is Spiritual Formation? 
 

Spiritual Formation is the study of different Christian disciplines that lead to spiritual maturity.  
 

Why Should I Attend? 
 

Being a part of this course will help you to learn skills to deepen your walk with Jesus in this life 
and help equip you to be a Christ-follower in your everyday life. 

 

What Will Be Covered? 
 

This course will help to deepen your understanding of: 
 

Prayer 
Scripture Reading & Bible Study 

Evangelism 
Spiritual Disciplines 

 

What Are the Details? 
 

This course will be divided into a morning and afternoon session, broken up by a time for lunch and 
fellowship. Please let us know if you will be joining us so that we know how much food to order for 

that day! 



11 

 

ON-GOING CLOTHING DRIVE 
TO BENEFIT “RESTORING HEARTS 

MINISTRY” 
 

 

BOXES HAVE BEEN LABELLED AND PLACED IN THE BREEZEWAY.  
PLEASE DONATE ANY CLOTHES YOU MAY NO LONGER NEED AND THEY 
WILL BE PASSED ON TO THE NEEDY THROUGH THIS MINISTRY.  WE ARE A 
FINANCIAL SUPPORTER OF THIS VERY IMPORTANT LOCAL MISSION. 

Restoring Hearts Ministries of Trenton is an evangelistic Christian ministry that is in the business 
of bringing hope to the hopeless by shining the light of Jesus Christ into the darkness through evan-
gelism, study of the Bible and walking through life with those that walk with us in a caring and con-
sistent way. As Christians we have been called to love, which Restoring Hearts does through service 
to the least of these.  As servants of Christ we go where He is, and scripture shows us that He could 
always be found among the hurting and lost. “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, 
my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.” John 12:26  
 

Jesus has a heart for the lost and broken-hearted, and as a ministry we have been directed to bring 
the message of Christ’s love to the homeless, destitute, addicted, and hopeless people in the Trenton, 
Bordentown, Hamilton, and Ewing areas. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good news!” Romans 10:11-15  

 

TAKEN FROM THE RESTORING HEARTS MINISTRY WEBSITE 

"There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your 
brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land." Deuteronomy 15:11 

"If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother." Deuteronomy 15:7 

"My whole being will exclaim, Who is like you, 0 LORD? You rescue the poor from those too strong for 
them, the poor and needy from those who rob them.'" Psalm 35:10 

"Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the poor?" Job 30:25 

"Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the 
weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked." Psalm 82:3-4 

“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered." Proverbs 21:13 

"'He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know 
me?" declares the LORD." Jeremiah 22:16 
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Thank you to 
Tom Wood, 

Chair of Prop-
erty and 

Grounds, for 
coordinating 
with all of the 
contractors 
for the reno-

vations. 

The renovation of the kitchen is now 
complete and looks gorgeous! 

Our new cabinets in the 
Gold Room look beautiful 
and are great for our coffee 
hours! 

Thank you 
to all of the 
members of 
the Fellow-
ship Com-
mission for 
their input 
on the de-
sign and 

color selec-
tions for the 
kitchen and 

cabinets. 

The renovation of our back entrance 
is complete and absolutely beautiful! 

A great big Thank You to Morteza 
Zarnani for making and donating 
the gorgeous “Welcome” sign! 
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For Friends of Our Church Family: 
 

 Rikki Schultz for God’s providence and care. 
 Nick Poliseno for health, recovery, peace and comfort. 
 Lisa Chappell for health, peace, comfort and traveling 

safety. 
 Greg Maloney for recovery, healing, peace and com-

fort. 
 Reverend Captolla Bowling for health, peace and 

comfort. 
 Joyce McGeehan for continued healing, and for peace 

and comfort during her recovery. 
 Walter Wagner for health. 
 Mary Whitlock for healing, peace and comfort. 
 Ted Romer for complete healing from cancer; for the 

Doctors to be discerning; and for comfort and peace 
for him and his family during this difficult time. 

 Praises to God for Connor Wood’s healing and recov-
ery from surgery.  Please continue to pray that his 
hearing is fully restored. 

 The family and friends of Pastor Lewis Blackmer, as 
they mourn his passing. 

For First Baptist Church of Hightstown 
 

 Our Church Leaders & Staff, that God will give wisdom 
and clarity of purpose for our Church Family and that 
God will grant them the wisdom and courage to follow 
His vision for the future! 

 Our Sunday School, that God will continue to raise up 
our children in the wisdom of the Word, that their lives 
will be witnesses to God’s integrity in a world of in-
creasing evil. 

 For Pastor Bruce Wood, that God gives wisdom and 
vision for the Church and supernatural protection and 
care for his family. 

 

For Our Region/Town 
 For those who struggle with mental illness 

that they receive divine hope and healing. 
 For God to open the gates of blessing to those 

struggling to provide for their families. 
 For our youth to turn their hearts to Jesus and 

be “on fire” for the Gospel of Jesus! 
 For our ABCNJ Regional Leaders and sister 

congregations that God uses us all to spread 
His Gospel to New Jersey and the world. 

 For Our Mayor, Larry Quattrone, and the en-
tire Hightstown Borough Council. 

 For the Leaders and Members of Town Com-
mittees. 

 For the Police and Firefighters and other 
Emergency Services of Our Community. 

For the Nation: 
 For Our President, Donald Trump & his family. 
 For Our Vice-President, Mike Pence & his family. 
 For Our House Speaker, Paul Ryan & his family. 
 For Our Senate Majority Leader, Mitch McConnell. 
 For the President’s Cabinet & White House Staff. 
 For All Members of Congress. 
 For the Staff of All Representatives & Senators. 
 For the Governor of New Jersey, Chris Christie. 
 For the Lt. Governor of New Jersey, Kim Guadagno. 
 For the Representatives of our NJ Senate & Assembly. 
 For God’s peace, protection and divine strategic guidance for 

our military, as well as peace of mind and heart for our veter-
ans, and that God would provide for them! 

For the World: 
 We ask for God’s protection for our persecut-

ed brothers and sisters everywhere. 
 We Pray for peace in Israel and Palestine. 
 For the victims of terrorist violence around 

the globe, especially those in France, Eng-
land, Turkey, Syria, Belgium, Germany and 
the United States. 

 For God’s impending revival to come swiftly. 

For Our Church Family: 
 Dale Simmons for healing, peace and comfort. 
 Mark Kaiser for God’s divine providence in his life. 
 Johanna Lighthart for health & peace. 
 Rich Bulvid for continued healing.  
 Char McCallum for health and comfort. 
 Cynthia LaRochelle for health and full recovery from 

pneumonia. 
 John Simmons for recovery, health  and comfort.  His  

family for peace and comfort during his recovery. 
 The Lopez Family for divine safety and protection, 

comfort and peace. 
 Praises to God for Thomas Wood’s recovery and heal-

ing. 
 Praises to God that Bruce Clough appears to be in re-

mission from cancer! 
 Debbie Hancock for complete healing. 
 Gary Happe for recovery and healing. 
 Laura McQuigg and her family for peace and comfort, 

and for full recovery of her leg. 
 Katelyn Dye for complete recovery from her surgery 

and for the doctors to diagnose her condition and com-
pletely heal her knee. 

 Debbie Stults for complete healing and recovery. 
 Bonnie Lohr for complete healing from Endometrial 

Cancer and peace and comfort from God for her and her 
family throughout the process. 

 Safe travels for all of Church Family that are going on 
vacation. 

PRAYER LIST 
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Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is 
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! Again, if two 
lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 
And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+4%3A9-12&version=ESV
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          ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 

 First Baptist Church of Hightstown, 125 Main Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520 

Phone: 609-448-0103   Fax: 609-448-6781   Website: http://www.fbchights.org 

A Congregation of the American Baptist Churches U.S.A. and the American Baptist Churches of NJ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The First Baptist Church of Hightstown is committed to  
 being a loving, hard-working, faith-filled family  

 serving the needs of Hightstown and beyond while  
 opening doors to hope and salvation and  

 developing disciples for Jesus Christ. 


