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"Born in Us Again"
Pastor Bruce Wood
"O holy Child of Bethlehem / Descend to us, we pray / Cast out our sin and enter in / Be born to us
today." (O Little Town of Bethlehem)
"Ye Must Be Born Again" (John 3:7)
The Advent and Christmas seasons afford to us the unique opportunity to take stock of our lives
while we wait in anticipation for the celebration of the Christmas miracle from two thousand years
ago: the coming of the Living God in the form of a tiny baby born in a stable, surrounded by animals, visited by shepherds and Magi, hunted by Herod and eventually escaped to Galilee in his father Joseph's home in Nazareth. This story, which spans several years in the life of Jesus is one that
we spend only a month or so on, but it is a season in which we can reflect on our own journey and
make any corrections that we need. Jesus would go on to teach Nicodemus that in order to truly follow Him and to be a saved Christian, one needed to be "born again." Much later, a hymn writer reflecting on the birth of Jesus would pen the words above, inviting the Spirit of God to come into us,
cast out our sins and allow Jesus to be born in our hearts. The idea of new birth carries through even
today as we are a church that echoes those five words of Christ - "Ye Must Be Born Again!"
The reality of those five words ring true for us as a church and as individual believers in Jesus. Just a
s the end of the year causes us to look back and forward, this time of preparation calls us to look inward toward what God has done, and outward to what God has yet to do in our midst.
1. A Revitalized Sense of Purpose - The heart of the Church is the mission of Jesus Christ. For

many years in the first decade of this new century this church lost that heart. In recent years, the
Holy Spirit has infused it with new life and a renewed sense that Hightstown needs the power of
the Gospel, the witness of Christ-followers, and the voice of change. We have been witnesses to
the Spirit's great work among us and it should drive us to our knees in thanksgiving and praise!
We have learned a simple lesson: church doesn’t have to be that difficult. If we just love one another, look out for one another's needs, and show the community who Jesus really is we can never go wrong!
2. A Growing Family - Along with our renewed sense of purpose comes a growth in the number of
brothers and sisters who have joined us on this journey. We have seen faces new and familiar,
folks of all kinds who have connected with and fallen in love with our family. And I would argue
- why not?! The people of the First Baptist Church of Hightstown are its greatest treasure. Not
the savings accounts, the bequests, or the Sunday offerings - the people. Make no mistake, a
church can have a million dollars and be empty of love. We are not that place. We are full of people who are loving and who are loved and this represents one of the greatest steps forward for
this church in its history! Truly the Spirit of God is present in the hearts of our wonderful family
members!
Continued on page 2

3. A Future Challenge - The challenge for us now is not to become complacent. It is, indeed, an

honor and blessing that Jesus has chosen us and dwells with us and empowers us, but we must
not ever be caught standing still. While there is time for rest and to be still before the LORD,
we must always be doing so with a forward-looking attitude. For there is always more love to
be shared, always more ways to impact the community, always more people to invite into our
family, and always more honor and praise that we can pour out for Jesus!

This is why, this Christmas, my heart is light and my joy is full! I have seen how far we have come
and recognize how far we can go. I see how God has blessed us and I can see an unlimited potential for blessing ahead! You are all the heart and soul of our family - all of you who are reading this
now. Jesus has been born again in the heart of our church and we invite you to dive deeper into
what that may mean for you!
From myself, the staff, the worship teams and all those serving Christ every day as a part of our
church family: Merry Christmas to you, your families and friends, and may the LORD of Christmas be born in your hearts anew every day, giving you the strength and vitality to serve him all the
days of your life!
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
Sunday Worship…………………………….10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Nursery………………….10:00 a.m.
(Debbie Hancock & Lisa Leon Teaching)

Coffee Fellowship………………….………..11:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School………………………..11:45 a.m.
(Harry Bohrs Teaching)

TUESDAY
Bible Fellowship .............................. ………..6:30 p.m.
(Pastor Bruce Wood Teaching)

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting ................................ ………..6:00 p.m.
252 Club ........................................... ………..6:30 p.m.
(Bobby Geffrard Teaching)

Choir Rehearsal............................... ………..6:30 p.m.
Encounter Praise Team Rehearsal . ………..7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours

Church Office Hours

Monday…………....10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday………..…..10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday……………10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday…………………10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Monday……………….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday………...…….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday..……….8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Thursday……………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday…………………..8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Rev. Bruce J. Wood, Pastor
Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 11
Email: pastor@fbchights.org

Ms. Debbie Hancock, Admin. Asst.
Office Phone: (609) 448-0103 x 10
Email: admin@fbchights.org
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NOTES AND REMINDERS
Upcoming Sermons

We accept morally-sound and Bible-based books,
DVDs and/or CDs, intended for all age groups. All
donations may be dropped off anytime.

December 3, 2017
“Hope”
(Psalm 43; Romans 5:1-11
1st Sunday in Advent

Men’s Fellowship

Men’s Prayer & Study Group Breakfast - The
men meet at 8:30 am, at Perkins, the second Saturday of each month for a time of Fellowship. All
men are invited and encouraged to participate

December 10, 2017
“Peace”
(James 3:13-18; Hebrews 12:12-17)
2nd Sunday in Advent

Gather

Gather - All ladies are invited to join us for dinner,
fun, and fellowship. This is the perfect opportunity
to get to know people better and start or strengthen
friendships. We will meet again this month, with
more details to follow. Please let Lindsey know if
you are interested in joining the group.

December 17, 2017
“Joy”
(Psalm 16; Isaiah 55)
3rd Sunday in Advent
December 24, 2017
“Love”
(1 Corinthians 13)
4th Sunday in Advent

Deacon’s Meetings

The Board of Deacons meets on the third Monday
of each month, at 6:30 pm, in the Church Library.
All members of the church are welcome to attend.

December 24, 2017 - Christmas Eve
“Born Again”

Commission Meeting Night

December 31, 2017
“A New Hope”
(Psalm 148; Luke 2:22-40)

The Commissions meet on the third Monday of
each month, in the Gold Room. All members of all
commissions are strongly encouraged to attend.

Bible Studies

Community Bible Study

Adult Bible Study - Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m., Gold
Room, Led by Pastor Bruce. We are currently
studying the 8 Beatitudes Of Jesus.

A community Bible Study meets on the 2nd & 4th
Thursday of each month. The Bible Study is held at
the home of Jane Cox, at 11:30 am. Everyone is
invited to attend. Please call Jane Cox at 609-2356139 if you wish to join the group.

Adult Sunday School - Sunday @ 11:45 a.m.,
Meeting Room, Led by Harry Bohrs. The class is
currently studying Old Testament themes found in
the New Testament.

Prayer Meetings

Prayer Meetings are held on a weekly basis. We
meet every Wednesday, from 6:00 - 6:30 pm, in the
Pastor’s Office. The Bible calls upon us to assemble and pray for one another. Please come out and
join us!

Sunday School Classes for Youth

The Sunday School, ages 3 - 17, meets during the
worship service. The Nursery is open every Sunday for children ages 3 and under.

252 Club for Youth

The 252 Club for Youth meets on Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m., in the Upstairs Sunday School, led by
Bobby Geffrard.

Gather will be taking a break during the holiday season and will be starting up again in
January.

Church Library Hours

The library is open during the Office Hours (please
see page 3 for the list of hours). Also, the library is
open before the Sunday Worship Service.
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MONTHLY CHURCH ATTENDANCE

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
(November 5 – November 26, 2017)

•
•
•
•
•

Morning Offering:
Needed to Meet Budgeted Giving:
Over/Under
Helping Hand
Retired Ministers &
Missionaries Offering

(November 5 – November 26, 2017)

$4,810.00
$5,664.00
$ 854.00
$ 451.00

•

$ 493.00

•

•
•
•

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY
2ND & 4TH THURSDAYS OF THE
MONTH
11:30 AM
HOME OF JANE COX
609-235-6139

Avg. Sunday Worship:
Avg. Sunday School:
Avg. Sunday School Staff:
Avg. Nursery:
Total Avg.:

47
6
2
3
58

SAVE THE DATES
Saturday, December 2, 2017
Hanging of the Greens & Pizza Party, 3:00 pm
Sunday, December 10, 2017
Harp Music Concert, 1:30 pm

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month, a Bible Study will be held at the
home of Jane Cox. This Bible Study is
open to all members of our community.
If you are interested in participating in
the Bible Study, please call Jane Cox at
the number listed above.

Saturday, December 16, 2017
Cookie Swap, 10:00 am
Light Supper and Yankee Swap, 5:30 pm
Caroling, 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Happy Birthday, Jesus Party
Sunday, December 24, 2017
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

That this is God, our God forever and ever. He will guide us forever. Psalm 48:14 ESV
When traveling I rely upon my GPS system to get me to my destination safely and on time. There was a time when I
had to use maps to get to my location, and although I did very well with maps, my GPS saves me time and trouble.
The one thing about the GPS when traveling is the voice that constantly tells you what turns to expect up ahead. In
many ways the GPS takes over for doing it yourself. And may even do a better job. In a similar way, our Bible is our
GPS, providing information, updates, and a guide to our ultimate destination. There is an old hymn Guide me, O
Though Great Jehovah, which sums up our dependence upon our Heavenly Father. The Bible augmented by prayer
is a tool for the Christian more powerful than the GPS is for our driving situation.
I often like to drive on back roads and meander all over the place just to take in the scenery, and my GPS always
leads me home. I like to believe that my Bible study, prayer life, and daily devotions will also lead me home safely.
©Harry Bohrs, 2017
Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for being a faithful guide and help in our daily lives.
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Amen

See the signup
sheet on the
bulletin board!

A big “Thank You” to Jim and
Donnaree Grbac for painting the
back porch! No more bare
wood!

JANUARY 1, 2018 IS THE PERFECT TIME TO
DEDICATE THE NEW YEAR AS A YEAR OF
SERVICE TO OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS
CHRIST! WHAT WILL 2018 MEAN TO YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY AS CHRISTIANS?
HAVE A SAFE, HAPPY AND HEALTHY
NEW YEAR!

Thank you for your service!
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INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1/2 cup shortening
1 cup sifted confectioner’s sugar
1 egg
1 1/2 tsp. almond extract
1 tsp. vanilla extract
2 1/2 cups sifted all-purpose flour
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. red food coloring
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Mix well the shortening and butter, sugar, egg, almond and vanilla. In a separate bowl, mix flour and add to shortening mixture.
Divide dough in half.
Blend red food coloring into one half. Roll 1 teaspoon of the red
dough and 1 teaspoon of the white dough on lightly floured
board into 4 inch strips. Place strips side by side and press
lightly together and twist like a rope. Curve top of rope down to
look like the handle of a candy cane.

Bake 9 minutes or until lightly browned. Remove while still
warm. Sprinkle with 1/2 cup crushed peppermint stick candy
and 1/2 cup sugar (optional). Note: make one complete cookie
at a time. If the dough of one color is shaped first, the little rolls
become to dry to twist.

Recipe from Delores White on Allrecipes.com
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ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 3, 2017
DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR
THE 2017 ADVENT SEASON ARE
LISTED BELOW. THANK YOU, HARRY BOHRS, FOR PROVIDING US
WITH THESE READINGS!
Date

Psalms

Old Testament

New Testament

Sunday, Dec. 3

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Isaiah 40:1-11

John 1:19-28

Monday, Dec. 4

Psalm 21

Isaiah 24:1-16

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Tuesday, Dec. 5

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Isaiah 41:14-20

Romans 15:14-21

Wednesday, Dec. 6

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Genesis 15:1-18

Matthew 12:33-37

Thursday, Dec. 7

Psalm 146:5-10

Ruth 1:6-18

2 Peter 3:1-10

Friday, Dec. 8

Psalm 126

Ruth 4:13-17

2 Peter 3:11-18

Saturday, Dec. 9

Psalm 89:1-4; 19-20

1 Samuel 2:1-8

Luke 3:1-18

Sunday, Dec. 10

Psalm 42

Isaiah 29:17-24

Acts 5:12-16

Monday, Dec. 11

Psalm 72:1-8

Ezekiel 47:1-12

Jude 1:17-25

Tuesday, Dec. 12

Psalm 72:18-19

Zechariah 8:1-17

Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34

Wednesday, Dec. 13

Psalm 78:1-4

2 Samuel 7:1-17

Galatians 3:23-29

Thursday, Dec. 14

Psalm 78:5-8

2 Samuel 7:18-22

Galatians 4:1-7

Friday, Dec. 15

Psalm 79:8-13

2 Samuel 7:23-29

John 3:31-36

Saturday, Dec. 16

Psalm 43:1-6

Genesis 17:15-22

Galatians 4:8-20

Sunday, Dec. 17

Psalm 122

Genesis 21:1-21

Galatians 4:21-5:1

Monday, Dec. 18

Psalm 27

Genesis 37:2-11

Galatians 6:6-10

Tuesday, Dec. 19

Psalm 119:105-106

Isaiah 33:17-22

Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20

Wednesday, Dec. 20

Psalm 89:1-4

2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29

Galatians 3:6-14

Thursday, Dec. 21

Psalm 148;

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Acts 7:59-8:8

Friday, Dec. 22

Psalm 146

Isaiah 61:1-4

Luke 1:46b-55

Saturday, Dec. 23

Psalm 130:1-8

Isaiah 61:8-11

Mark 13:24-37

Isaiah 7:10-16

Luke 2

Sunday, Dec. 24
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OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
George Wham, a long-time member
of First Baptist Church of
Hightstown, passed away on November 29, 2017. Our deepest sympathy
to his wife, Beth, and his family and
friends as they mourn his passing.

WHY TO KNOW THE LORD
(1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
1.

It would help you extremely so,
If you invited the holy Lord into your heart,
soul & mind;
For a life with the holy God to flow,
Which then through salvation you would find.

2.

Then you would be a child of God,

Within His family of those who are brothers
& sisters;

Who would show His love & prevent things
odd,
Unless you are resisters.

3.

So it is very helpful & good,
If you follow the Lord’s pathway;
While His way is understood,
And everyone does obey.

4.

Therefore do not let the devil,

Take you in the wrong direction;
But be with the holy Savior for the heavenly
level,
And God’s reflection.
By,

Katherine E. Anderson
Completely Written: November 12, 2017
Typed: November 19, 2017
Edited: November 19, 2017
Printed: November 19, 2017

THANK YOU FOR
SACRIFICING YOUR
LIFE SO THAT OUR
SINS CAN BE
FORGIVEN AND WE
CAN BE
RECONCILED WITH
GOD!

COOKIE SWAP
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
10:00 AM, GOLD ROOM
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
WE WILL BE PREPARING
BOXES OF COOKIES FOR
OUR SHUTINS!

WE LOVE YOU!
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Advent is the season four weeks before
Christmas in which we prepare for the coming of Christ. It begins on Sunday nearest to
30th November. Advent is the period of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus and its name comes from the Latin word
adventus, which means "coming".
The season also celebrates Christ's anticipated coming again in the
fullness of time to rule triumphantly over life in heaven and earth, as
well as the coming of Christ as the infant Saviour whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. And because the season emphasizes Christ's comings and not just his birth, it’s more than just a time to get ready for
Christmas. It is a penitential season but is no longer associated with
the strictness of Lent. Nevertheless Advent reminds us that the question is not whether Jesus will return to judge the earth, but when.
The season of Advent came into being toward the middle of the sixth
century. At first, the Advent Season was determined as the six Sundays leading up to Christmas. This was then reduced to four Sundays
by Pope St. Gregory the Great (591-604).
Before the seventh century, Christmas was a secondary feast, especially in Rome, but as it came to take on more and more importance,
so the season of Advent evolved in a similar manner. Advent became
more solemn and its orientation changed. From just being a time to
prepare for Christmas, it became a time to look to the glorious return
of the Lord and now the Sunday’s of Advent reflect this double perspective of waiting for the Second Coming of Jesus (First and Second
Sundays) and the immediate preparation for the feast of Christmas
(Third and Fourth Sundays).
IMPORTANT REMINDER
THE OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED
FROM DECEMBER 25, 2017, THROUGH JANUARY 1, 2018
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL PASTOR BRUCE’S
CELL PHONE
732-693-8801
11
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PRAYER LIST


















For Healing and Continued Health:
 Dale Simmons, Johanna Lighthart, Rich Bulvid, Char McCallum, Cynthia LaRochelle, John Simmons, Laura McQuigg, Debbie Stults, Bonnie Lohr, Rikki Schultz, Greg Maloney, Reverend Captolla Bowling, Joyce McGeehan, Ted Romer, Kristen Roth, Jeanne Faloona, Gary Happe, Dakota
(a little boy with life-threatening seizures), Katelyn Magill, The Magill Family, Carl Dye, Jr., The
Dye Family, Bob & Lyn Oppel's granddaughter, Victoria.
In Deepest Sympathy:
 The Family and Friends of George Wham, as they mourn his passing
For God’s Divine Providence & Protection:
 Mark Kaiser, The Lopez Family
For Safe Travels & Protection:
 Joe McQuigg, Susan Carroll, Jeanne Faloona, Ricky Brown & his Mission Team
 All of our Church Family and friends traveling during the holiday season.
Praises to God:
 Praises to God that Katelyn Magill’s surgery went well and she was able to be home for Thanksgiving.
 Praises to God that Kristen Roth is recovering at home and no more surgeries are needed.
 Praises to God that Bonnie Lohr’s surgery went well and she is home recovering.
For Our Nation:
 President Donald J. Trump & his family. Vice-President Michael Pence & his family. House
Speaker Paul Ryan & his family. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell & family. The President’s Cabinet & White House Staff. All Members of Congress. The Governor of New Jersey,
Chris Christie. The Lt. Governor of New Jersey, Kim Guadagno. The Representatives of our NJ
Senate & Assembly.
Our Church Community:
 Our Church Leaders & Staff, that God will give wisdom and clarity of purpose for our Church
Family and that God will grant them the wisdom and courage to follow His vision for the future!
Our Sunday School, that God will continue to raise up our children in the wisdom of the Word, that
their lives will be witnesses to God’s integrity in a world of increasing evil. For Pastor Bruce
Wood, that God gives wisdom and vision for the Church and supernatural protection and care for
his family.
Our Local Community:
 For Our Mayor, Larry Quattrone, and the entire Hightstown Borough Council. For the Leaders and
Members of Town Committees. For the Police and Firefighters and other Emergency Services of
Our Community.
General Prayers:
 We ask for God’s protection for our persecuted brothers and sisters everywhere. We Pray for peace
in Israel and Palestine. For the victims of terrorist violence around the globe. For God’s impending
revival to come swiftly. For God’s peace, protection and divine strategic guidance for our military,
as well as peace of mind and heart for our veterans, and that God would provide for them! For
those who struggle with mental illness that they receive divine hope and healing. For our youth to
turn their hearts to Jesus and be “on fire” for the Gospel of Jesus!
For our ABCNJ Regional Leaders and sister congregations that God uses us all to spread His Gospel to
New Jersey and the world.
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December 2017

Isaiah 9:6
King James Version (KJV)
6
For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

First Baptist Church of Hightstown, 125 Main Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520
Phone: 609-448-0103 Fax: 609-448-6781 Website: http://www.fbchights.org
A Congregation of the American Baptist Churches U.S.A. and the American Baptist Churches of NJ

The First Baptist Church of Hightstown is committed to
being a loving, hard-working, faith-filled family
serving the needs of Hightstown and beyond while
opening doors to hope and salvation and
developing disciples for Jesus Christ.
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