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And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be 
thankful. Colossians 3:15 
  
We are not accustomed to the idea of rule. As citizens of a representative republic who choose our 
leaders by the democratic process we are often used to the idea that the power of the individual 
citizen is the source of all leadership power in society. Unlike a monarchy, we are the ones who hold 
the most power in society. We are not subject to the rules and decrees of a single source. This is 
often why, I believe, we have trouble with the concept of the Kingdom of God. In the Kingdom of 
God the only source of authority and power is vested in the Trinity - God the Father, Jesus the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. This is a departure from our earthly citizenship, but it is important for us to 
realize that as subjects of God's kingdom we are called to be ruled in everything we do by the decree 
of our LORD and King. 
  
Here is a spiritual reality check for you today: while our society may rule by the power of the 
people, all around us there is a spiritual war raging in which we are ruled by one of two options: 
Heaven or Hell. Whether we take the time to recognize it or not we are ruled either by the devil's 
decrees or by God's decrees. There is no middle ground and there is no third option. And there is 
certainly no elections. You either stand on the side of the angels, or you stand opposed. So, believe it 
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or not, you are ruled by something in this world. 
  
Paul, the great teacher of the early church, encourages us to be ruled by the peace of God. While 
the devil makes war in order to bring chaos, confusion, and division, God fights for peace, unity, 
and gratefulness. The warrior for Christ is a fighter for peace. The devil makes war for the sake of 
violence, the Christian fights for the sake of peace. This is the major difference between the forces 
of Heaven and Hell in the spiritual battle that rages around us. When we look at the state of our 
world, wracked with sickness, depravity, violence, racism, division, generational poverty, structural 
and systemic rot, and personal brokenness, we see the work of the devil. It is those who rise up in 
the face of these things to make a better world in the name of Jesus and in His pro-life ethic and 
peace-filled promises who are warriors in the world for the Kingdom. 
  
How do we go about receiving or taking hold of that peace? First, we must repair the divide 
between ourselves and God by turning away from sin and receiving the Holy Spirit as the seal of 
our salvation. Second, we must renounce the way of violence for the sake of violence. Know that 
as a warrior for Jesus you may be called upon to fight, but know that the purpose for that action is 
for the cause of peace, not for the glory of the violence itself. Third, we must look beyond 
ourselves to the plight of those around us. We must open our eyes to the injustices of the world, we 
must open our eyes to the death and suffering of others, and we must open our eyes to the reality 
that this world is broken and in desperate need of God's healing power. Fourth, we must be 
thankful. The only way to continually renew the peace that we must be ruled by is to be continually 
aware of how blessed we are to have Jesus and to have all we have. A thankful heart is filled with 
peace because it recognizes the fragility of life and exists in a space of gratefulness for all that is 
good. Finally, we must live in unity with our fellow peace-warriors. We are called to be a part of 
the Body of Christ, the unified family that confesses Jesus as our LORD and Savior and as the 
source of our peace. When we are unified together as warriors of peace, ruled by God's peace, and 
filled with thankfulness, we are a force for true good in the world. 
  
So my encouragement to you today is to surrender to peace. There are so many forces in the world 
that are at war with each other for command of our hearts and souls. There is so much poisoning 
our minds and destroying our families. There are forces that are competing for your time and 
presence. Don't give in to those things. Instead, be ruled by the peace of God. Surrender to the 
peace of God. Surrender to the presence of the Holy Spirit. Stand up and fight for peace, for 
yourself and for others!  

 

IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT CHURCH ACTIVITIES!! 
 

WHILE WE ARE SORRY TO ANNOUNCE THAT ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES       
IN THE BUILDING REMAIN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT A PLAN FOR REOPENING 

HAS BEEN FORMULATED!! 
 

AN EMAIL WILL BE SENT OUT SHORTLY, OUTLINING THE STEPS THAT 
WE WILL BE TAKING TO BEGIN REOPENING THE BUILDING.   PLEASE 

NOTE THAT WE HAVE BEEN WORKING CLOSELY WITH OUR LOCAL 
HEALTH AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY, AS WELL AS COMPLIANCE WITH ALL 
RESTRICTIONS, MANDATES AND REQUIREMENTS. 
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Upcoming Sermons 
 

 
June 7, 2020 

“Jehovah Jireh:  Our Provider” 
(Genesis 22:9-19) 

 
June 14, 2020 

“Jehovah Rapha:  Our Healer” 
(Psalm 103: Jeremiah 17:14-18) 

 
June 21, 2020 

“Jehovah Nissi:  Our Banner” 
(2 Corinthians 10:1-6; 
1 Chronicles 29:11-13) 

 
June 28, 2020 

“Jehovah Shalom:  Our Peace” 
(1 Peter 3:9-11; Romans 12:17-21) 

JOIN US FOR 
ONLINE SERVICES! 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
10:00 AM 

www.youtube/firstbaptistchurch 
 

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
6:30 PM 

https://zoom.us/j/646251028?
pwd=OHN1VnNsVFJveFlzZDM5UEtHTE1odz09  

 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 
4:00 PM 

(Contact Debbie if you want to join) 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING 

6:30 PM 
https://zoom.us/j/911352528?

pwd=MWlGaWlTcytpM0pSaUN0ZTkxeWpxdz09  

 

 

 

 

I was working as a chemist for a company that manufactured industrial inks. My job entailed taking 

small samples, perhaps an ounce, and converting it to 10 or 20, 55-gallon drums of industrial ink. 

Industrial ink is used for printing candy wrappers, your Sunday comic strips, and your Sunday pa-

per inserts of advertisements and magazines. One day in making my conversions I made a little tiny 

error, perhaps 1%, but it ruined a 20 drum order. I expected to get fired on the spot, instead I was 

given two jobs, the first being to correct my mistake and get the right shipment going. The second 

job was a little bit more difficult, and entailed reformulating inks so that the erroneous ink could be 

worked into correct batches of ink. It was such a teeny tiny error that caused these great conse-

quences. That is perhaps why the Bible warns us that even the tiniest of sins can have far-reaching 

significance. As I recall in the 10 Commandments it is simply stated “ . . . Unto the seventh genera-

tion.”. Strictly speaking there is no tiny sin.               
 

© Harry Bohrs, 2020 

PRAYER  Lord, Help us to hold fast to your commandments.       Amen  

“If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the Lord's commandments ought not to be done, 
though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity”.       Lev. 5:17 ESV 

https://zoom.us/j/646251028?pwd=OHN1VnNsVFJveFlzZDM5UEtHTE1odz09
https://zoom.us/j/646251028?pwd=OHN1VnNsVFJveFlzZDM5UEtHTE1odz09
https://fbchights.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2744bc160059b804e5248d61&id=72d29f3f6b&e=5f5fbc19bc
https://fbchights.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2744bc160059b804e5248d61&id=72d29f3f6b&e=5f5fbc19bc
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+5:17&version=ESV
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8 years ago, on June 1st, 
2012, Pastor Bruce 
answered God’s call 

to become our Pastor.  
Thank You, Pastor Bruce, 
for your dedication and 
service!  We Love You 

and Your Family! 
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 PRAYERS: 
 

FOR HEALTH ISSUES: Johanna Lighthart | Cynthia LaRochelle | Laura McQuigg  

Debbie Stults | Donna Ewald | Katelyn Magill | Jeanne Faloona | Penny Lopez  
Michele Dugan | Barbara Menz | Mark Lidke | Ann Elaine Vallaster | Randy Shuler  
Kathy Anderson | Frank James | Ben Ostergaard | Rikki Schultz | The Jacob Bar-

rett Family | Debbie Stults’ Brother-in-Law, Jim Crear | Joe McQuigg | Pastor Bob 
Turton | Vi Johnson | Cathy Dye’s Brother, Carl Dye, Jr. | Harriet O’Rourke | Ian 

McQuigg | Juniper Procik | Char McCallum | Jackson Croshaw 
 

FOR COMFORT:  The McQuigg Family  
 

FOR GOD’S PROVISION: Donte Evans | Char McCallum | Mark Kaiser  

Brittany Maturi 
 

SERVICE MERCIES:  For Stever Ofori-Atta as he serves God and his country 
in the Air Force! 

 

FOR ALL FRONT-LINE WORKERS! 
 

FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD FOR HEALING FROM THE PANDEMIC! 
 

PRAISES TO GOD!:  That Ian McQuigg’s surgery went well and he is recovering!  

 
 
 

 
 

If your wish to add to this list, please feel free to contact us! 
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INGREDIENTS: 
2 medium butternut squash (about 3 lbs. each) 
3/4 tsp. salt 
Pepper, optional 
4 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1/4 cup butter, softened 
3 Tbsp. brown sugar 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Cut each squash in half lengthwise; discard seeds.  Place squash cut 

side down in two 13X9 inch baking dishes; add 1/2 inch water.  Bake, 
uncovered, at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 

2. Turn squash over; sprinkle with salt and pepper if desired.  In a small 
bowl, beat the cream cheese, butter and brown sugar until light and 
fluffy; stir in pecans.  Spoon into squash cavities. 

3. Bake 15-20 minutes longer or until filling is lightly browned and squash 
is tender. 

  

 
 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR BIBLE STUDY FOR 
YOUTH ON WEDNESDAYS 

4:00 PM ON ZOOM 
 

ALL OF OUR YOUTH ARE  
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN, 
PLEASE EMAIL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
AND MISS DEBBIE WILL SEND YOU 

THE LINK!   
 
 

IS MEETING ONLINE! IS MEETING ONLINE! 
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          ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 

 First Baptist Church of Hightstown, 125 Main Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520 

Phone: 609-448-0103   Fax: 609-448-6781   Website: http://www.fbchights.org 

A Congregation of the American Baptist Churches U.S.A. and the American Baptist Churches of NJ 


